
DEERFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT REFERENDUM 
Committed to Excellence and Equity in Educating Our Students 

 
 

INSTRUCTIONAL NEEDS 
 
THE CHALLENGE 
Our community has taken pride in providing a great education for our students and preparing them 
well for life after high school.  Small class sizes and hands-on instruction have been two of our 
greatest assets.  However, revenue limits on schools and the rising cost of materials have impacted 
how teachers teach in the classroom.   
 
Due to restricted budgets over the past four years, 

• class sizes have had to increase in some elementary grades forcing class sizes to increase to 
25/26 students per class. 

• textbook purchases have been placed on hold to reduce spending leaving older texts beyond 
repair  with some more than 10 years old. 

• curriculum materials have become outdated with some no longer meeting Wisconsin State 
Standards. 

• teachers have decreased classroom budgets to minimal amounts not allowing for new 
projects or activities to support student learning. 

 
 
THE NEED 
Over 78% of the respondents on the Community Survey believe it is important to have up-to-date 
textbooks and learning materials replaced on a regular basis.  To prepare our children with 21st 
century career skills we need to replace outdated textbooks and curriculum materials and increase 
classroom supply budgets.  We also need to look to the future in providing new curriculum and 
assessment methods to allow us to stay committed to excellence and equity in educating all of our 
students. 
 
THE PLAN 
With increased funds from the referendum we would address our current instructional needs.  This 
includes but is not limited to; 
 

 Placing our textbooks/curriculum on an annual replacement cycle based on need. 
 

 Updating classroom resources such as maps, microscopes, scales, calculators, and Phy. Ed. 
equipment. 

 
 Increasing classroom budgets to provide innovative activities for learning. 

 
 Promoting new curriculum development to provide students with experiences needed for 

post-high school opportunities. 
 

 Exploring research-based assessment programs to provide feedback for student learning. 


